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NEW PARENT WELCOME PACK
Where can you find Information? 
The School Website - http://www.twiss-green.eschools.co.uk The school website is kept up to date with newsletters, class information and events.  Please check the website regularly. 
What happens in school?

Special Assemblies

Each Friday at 9.00am for 15 minutes, the school holds a birthday assembly for children in YR and KS1.  In Reception class you will be invited to come to your child’s birthday assembly where they will bring along a birthday present and have everyone sing the birthday song to them.  These are held the first Friday after your child’s birthday. In years 1 and 2 you should just come along on the expected date (don’t wait for an invitation). The class will also have a ‘Sunshine Assembly’.  The children show the parents what they have been learning, including reading and PE demonstrations.  For harvest, the children are asked to bring a food donation. We hold our harvest festival in school.  In December your child will be involved in the school nativity play, a letter will be sent out detailing any costume they will require, usually a couple of weeks before the performances.
Assessment and reporting

Your child's progress is reported on in every term of the school year.  Parents Evenings are held in the autumn and spring terms, at which you will have a ten-minute interview with your child's teacher to discuss their work and progress.  In the summer term you will be sent a written report covering all National Curriculum subjects, the class teacher's and the Headteacher's general comments, as well as your child’s attendance data. If you are concerned about anything in the meantime then you can email the class teacher or speak to her after school any day except Wednesday, when there is a staff meeting. Details can be found on the school website.
What happens in the classroom?
Rewards System in Reception

In Reception, children can be awarded house points for good learning behaviour and hard work. Stickers are also used to praise children.   Miss McGann gives Headteacher’s Awards to children who have been nominated by their class teacher. Headteacher’s Awards are to recognise something extra special that a child has done, that has required a significant amount of hard work and determination. 
Traffic Light System

Every child should come into school feeling positive about their behaviour and so each child’s name is placed on a green traffic light at the beginning of the day.  Everyone at Twiss Green is asked to do their best to adhere to the four Golden Rules. If a child fails to do this then s/he will be asked to move her/his name into amber; however, once this has happened the child has the opportunity to make amends and can, by trying hard, move themselves back into green.  Children who go through a whole week without moving into red are rewarded with extra playtime on Friday (known as Golden Time); those who have been on the red traffic light are sent to the headteacher to spend time looking at, thinking about and sometimes copying out the Golden Rules.  The headteacher keeps a log of those children sent to her and will inform parents in writing if a child’s behaviour is a cause for concern.  Further details can be found in the school Behaviour Policy, on the school website.
Phonics – How Reading is taught at Twiss Green

A few weeks into your child’s first term, you will be invited to a parents’ meeting where the class teacher will explain how phonics is used to teach reading.  It’s important that you understand the methods used in order for you to help your child with their reading at home.  Information on this will also be made available on the class page on the school website.
Blue Book Bags
Each child will need to obtain a blue book bag from school for a donation of £5 (donations are used to buy new books for the children in Reception).  The bags are used to bring home any reading books, homework and letters from the school or flyers advertising PTFA events. Given the lack of space in the cloakroom, children should not bring their own bags to school. You will need to make your donation via the school’s online payment system at www.ParentPay.com and the school will send you information on how to log on during the first week of September.
Reception timetable
This timetable below is a guide to the way teaching and learning is delivered in Reception Class. Most sessions are carried 

out in small groups, so each activity lasts for approximately 15minutes. When your child isn’t in a focused activity, they will 

be choosing a child initiated activity, or a challenge set out by the teacher in an area of the classroom. One afternoon each week the teacher has PPA (planning, preparation and assessment time) and the class is taught by Miss Dunn.
	
	9:00- 10:40
	
	10:55 – 12:00
	
	1:00 – 2:05
	
	2:15
	2:30-3:15

	Monday
	Phonics/Literacy/Challenge Time
	B
	Maths 
Challenge Time
	L
	Expressive Art and Design
	B
	A

S
	Spanish

	Tuesday
	Phonics/Literacy/Challenge Time
	R
	Maths 

Challenge Time
	U
	PE
	R
	S

E
	Understanding the World/Forest School

	Wednesday
	Phonics/Literacy/Challenge Time
	E
	Maths 

Challenge Time
	N
	Maths 

Challenge Time
	E
	Hymn Practice


	Music

	Thursday
	Phonics/Literacy/Challenge Time
	A
	Maths 
Challenge Time
	C
	PSED

Challenge Time
	A
	M

B
	Challenge Time/Story

	Friday
	Birthday Assembly
	Phonics/Literacy/

Challenge Time
	K
	Maths 
Challenge Time
	H
	PE
	K
	L

Y
	Music/Story


Making the Transition from Nursery to School 

At nursery, staff often give parents a fairly detailed summary of their child’s day.  When your child starts school, it can therefore feel a little strange not being told what your child has been doing.  It is extremely common for new parents to find that when asking their child what they have done at school today, to be met with vague answers such as “nothing” – they played with “no one” and “can’t remember” what the teacher was talking about or what they had for their lunch!  This is completely normal for children starting school, so please don’t feel concerned at suddenly not feeling that you know what your child has been doing.   If there are any issues at all with your child, the class teacher will speak to you. During the first school year, some children can display completely different behaviour and even become moody at times, which can be disconcerting to you, as a parent.  
Online chatrooms such as MumsNet, NetMums, Parenting.co.uk are full of discussions threads started by parents who are worried about the change in behaviour of their reception class child.  It’s easy to underestimate the emotional impact of starting school on your child.  Some will already know children in their class while others won’t know anyone.  Throughout the reception year, they will start to expand their friendship group, and some children find this more difficult to deal with than others.  If you are at all concerned about anything, then you should speak to or email your child’s teacher.  It’s also useful to share any concerns with other parents, as you will more than likely find that many of them are also experiencing the same behaviour issues.  

Getting Yourself Organised

Tip from a parent – you will find that there are a lot of letters and forms sent home in the blue book bag.  Have a space on a noticeboard/whiteboard at home for school info and write on what you need to do each day (from remembering their book bag, to taking cakes for a sale or a fancy dress costume for World Book Day!) and note down every due date.  Or download a phone app so you can note down reminders…there’s a lot to remember!  (
Emergencies

Tip from a parent - in case of an emergency, think in advance about who could pick your child up during the day, especially if your work requires you to travel outside the local area.  Some parents make arrangements to cover for each other if one is not close by.

Useful Websites

The National Curriculum & Key Stages:http://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-key-stages
List of local childminders: http://warrington.fsd.org.uk/kb5/warrington/fsd/results.page?familieschannel=1124&qt= &term=Culcheth &sorttype=distance
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